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Biochemical relapse/recurrence (BCR)

• What is biochemical relapse?

• Counfounders for BCR

• Imaging to investigate BCR

• Risk stratification & Management

• Patient perception

• Non-urological/Non-prostate wallah colleague perceptions

• BCR in research

• Unknowns
…not adjuvant RT!
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Publications on BCR
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Publications on BCR
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Definitions of  BCR



Definitions of BCR

>0.2ng/ml

2ng/ml above nadir

RP

RT

Focal
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https://www.opinionstage.com/page/0887a0c8-972b-4790-8788-ac3c321971f1 

Poll
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https://www.opinionstage.com/page/0887a0c8-972b-4790-8788-ac3c321971f1


Moul et al & Freedland, PCAN 2023
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Poll

https://www.opinionstage.com/page/c26c6539-091f-46b6-a39f-230e358aca47 
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https://www.opinionstage.com/page/c26c6539-091f-46b6-a39f-230e358aca47


Counfounders for BCR



Counfounders for BCR

• Positive ‘benign margins’

• Capsular incisions
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Counfounders for BCR

• Positive ‘benign margins’

• Capsular incisions

• Residual low grade disease

• Cowpers glands
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Key steps to Anterior Retzius Sparing:

1. Maintenance of urachal attachments

2. Preservation of endopelvic fascia 

3. Intrafascial nerve spare

4. Sub-DVC dissection

5. Maximal urethral length preservation







Counfounders for BCR

• Positive ‘benign margins’

• Capsular incisions

• Residual low grade disease

• Cowpers glands

• Missed micrometastatic disease
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Imaging to investigate 

BCR
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Example title
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Example title
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https://vitaljake.com/whack-a-mole-and-prostate-cancer/



Guidelines on what 

next after BCR
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AUA guidance re BCR

• Text

• Text

• Text

• Text







Risk stratified 

approach
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Non-urological / non-

prostate-wallah 

perceptions



Example title

• Text

• Text

• Text

• Text

G3pT1 
bladder cancer

GG5 T3b 
prostate cancer

=
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BCR in efficacy 

research
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Prostate Cancer trials need OS/DSS

Most men don’t 
need treating!!
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Prostate Cancer trials need OS/DSS
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need treating!!



Loose ends



GG1

@lambalastair

n=2740 with GG1
n= 169 EPE
2005-



GG1
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n=2740 with GG1
n= 169 EPE
2005-
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https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05023-2
Erickson et al & Lamb, Nature, 2022

Prostate Spatial Transcriptomics
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https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05023-2
Erickson et al & Lamb, Nature, 2022

Prostate Spatial Transcriptomics



@lambalastair

Organwide histological heterogeneity

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05023-2
Erickson et al, Nature, 2022
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Focus on one section with heterogeneity

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05023-2
Erickson et al, Nature, 2022
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Clonal lineage of csPCa

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05023-2
Erickson et al, Nature, 2022
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Low grade PCa lacks key CN events



www.youtube.com/c/alastairdlamb
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Thank you for having me!

alastair.lamb@nds.ox.ac.uk
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